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picture of the social history of the TT and the island.
Tom was born in Dalby on the west coast back in 1889.

The son of an engineer, he was always passionate about
motor bikes and first entered the TT in 1913 on a 31/2 hp
Rudge. But it was especially the 1923 senior race,
completed in gruelling weather conditions that won him
the admiration of his fellow countrymen.

The winning Douglas motorcycle will be on display on
Friday 5th June between 2pm-6pm.While you are there you
will have the chance to talk to Ruth herself and have any
questions answered that you have about her Grandfather or
the book.

Amazingly, part of this race was filmed and TT fans are
being offered the rare chance to view this historic
footage at the Laxey Woollen Mills, alongside a packed
exhibition of TT images that capture the event’s history,
enthusiasm and camaraderie.

After many years of being out of the limelight, the bike is
in the process of being lovingly recommissioned, and Ruth
hopes to have it in action again by 2011, for the Centenary
of the mountain circuit.

Ruth was inspired to write Tom’s story as a piece of
family history to be handed on to her children, but in
realising the fascination with his achievements, decided to
turn it into a book for a wider audience.

MostlyManx are honoured to be given the winning
Douglas motorcycle and welcome viewers to the shop on
Friday 5th June.

The book, the bike and Ruth will also be at Laxey Woollen
Mills on Laxey Day, 11th June to again answer questions
and talk about her Grandfather's inspirational story.

For more information Ruth has a dedicated website for
the book at: www.tomsheard.4t.com
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W
ith the buzz of the TT in the air,
it’s fitting that MostlyManx, the
artisans ‘shop window’ in
Nelson Street Douglas should
this month be celebrating the

motorcycling achievements of a
courageous but ‘Modest
Manxman’.

Tom Sheard’s granddaughter,
local author Ruth Cowin, has
produced a book telling the
remarkable story of the first
Manxman to win the Junior TT
race in 1922 and the Senior race
in 1923.

‘The Modest Manxman’ offers a
new and intimate slant on the
formative days of the TT, when
riders had to contend with uneven
tracks strewn with oil, mud and stones. Ruth never actually
met her Grandfather, but this is a sensitively written book
featuring lots of family photos and documents that create a

celebrates the ‘Modest Manxman’ for the TT festival
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