
T
hink ‘blacksmith’ and it’s likely you’ll
conjure up images of horses and horse
shoes – but modern blacksmithing
encompasses a whole array of creative
skills that have led one local blacksmith

to describe his work as ‘art in metal’.
Allan King of Laxey is one of the artisans whose work is

being supported by MostlyManx, a new ‘co-operative’
based at the Laxey Woollen Mills complex, set up to
promote and encourage the Island’s growing number of
arts and craft workers. Allan says MostlyManx is helping to
change the public perception of blacksmithing by bringing
artisans like himself more into the public eye.

Allan has been working at his historic workshop nearby
in the village for almost twenty years and recently some
challenging commissions have enabled him to indulge his
love of stylistic, creative pieces. These range from ornate
curtain scrolls and weathervanes to gates and stair-rails
featuring large-scale animal designs such as elephants,
giraffes, monkeys and tigers.

The wrought iron, steel, cast iron, aluminium and copper
that form his base materials are all twisted and sculpted

using the traditional tools of the blacksmith - forge,
hammer, anvil and tongs – or hand cast in special moulds.
Naturally all this hand crafting takes time and Allan says it’s
sometimes hard to explain to customers, used to mass-
produced, factory-made items, that the difference is worth
pursuing. But the result, he says, is ‘a unique item, made to
your own design, that will last a lifetime…and more!’

Some of Allan’s smaller pieces can be seen at the
MostlyManx shop in Nelson Street, Douglas, while his
larger works such as garden furniture, public art and
signage can be seen on his website at
www.laxeyblacksmith.com. If you want to visit Allan at his
workshop, it’s best to ring first so just call 07624 433371.
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